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L’essentiel à retenir

must : quasi-certitude positive (He must be tired, he worked all night).

may / might / could : possibilité (She might be at home). can’t : quasi-certitude négative

(It can’t be true!).

Au passé : modal + have + participe passé : She must have missed the bus. He can’t

have finished already.

Exercice 1 Choisis le modal

a) The lights are on. They … be at home. (certitude) b) I’m not sure where Sam is. He … be at the

gym. (possibilité) c) That … be Tom: he’s in London today! (impossibilité)

Exercice 2 Déduction au présent

Fais une déduction : a) She’s yawning all the time. b) He has three cars and a big house. c) The

baby is crying.

Exercice 3 Déduction au passé

a) The road is wet. (it / rain) b) He failed the exam. (he / not / study) c) Her bag is gone. (she /

leave)

Exercice 4 Corrige

a) She must to be at work. b) He might has forgotten. c) They can’t have went home.

Exercice 5 Enquête

Un vase est cassé, la fenêtre est ouverte, il y a des traces de pattes boueuses sur le sol. Écris 4

hypothèses avec des modaux au passé.
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